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T'inaTurnerlike attitude
helpslocal singer survive

Deanna Johnston
still vying to be
lead singer of INXS

EI.].I'EmiIT' Sanmpsrer

FarThe Whig-Standard
BAMA JOHMNESTON CAM STILL CALL
herself wrock star

T wisshs into the OB realhoy Ty
shiow Kook Slae: INES, the 36yaar-nld
zienburnke natrve has luroed oot thive
soltd performances that kegt herin the
competition to be the mexet lead singer
fox Anstrabian supergroup INXS,

The hand iz seeking 3 SUCcess0r 10
Fop mes frontiméan bichael Hutchenes,
whadied in 1997, :

Last week, Johnston sarned high
pralsefor her renditiong of Janis
doplin's Piece af my Heart and The
Clash's Showld [ Semy or Should [ oo,

This wiek, she hita slight hurdle
when the show judges panmesd har per-

formanceof REM's The fue f Gove,:

aaying 1t straved 106 much from the
somgs opisinal sott wibe,

But viewer vites were in her Favnur,
sparing her from the nerve-wracking
expericnce of perforiming an INXS
song for the band, whio make the firzl
dacisiomon eliniat ko

dolinston sakd shd was happy With

L hep pertormeine:
\ Tdidn't initially feel the somg,” she
Aaigd "B | think Lended up putting
esstEmpeg 1.7

Oiher cortestants hdve presenged 2
mizaf upbeatand low - key songs to
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JOHNSTON: Glenburnle native

demangtrate thels rangeof abllitios,

et Jobnstar: has stuck with hard, fast

sois throghout the caampacition.
‘Bhe said she upped her REM song's

intensiiy at the end to showease her

powerful volee Johnsion admiis she
moiels her approach after the fesor
T s Tussen

“U'we gol to show what 1 can do oh
avery-song,” she sail “Yourd pemr see
her [ Turner] sing & soine mellow all the
way through.”

0 far; Johnston has found the perfor-
myanee scheduteachationge. The misi
cians get thelr song seiections each
Thursday from & list confaining as
kAN SONEs a8 there ars contestants:
The performers decide among Lhem-
salves whi will sing what,

dohnstonsail they ve developad a
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ranking svstemm that usually gives
every singer his-or her frst o second
¢hoice. Linfortunacelsy, the system
failad last week. when Johnaton gave
up Black Sabbath's Parenoid to a el
o conrestant. Mostly she gets songs
that she knows dand ings well,

Wkrat's owee diicull, Jobnston sasd,
iz {hve time frame. Between Thursday
and the Sunday taping, contescants |
eaehget two Gall-teonr sossioes with |
‘the show's house hand. '

Tr'a not B Jorof timse to g topether &
perTor teates, huit the band s expeari-
ahee hielps,

A1 these plavers have played with
big aete: Christing Awatlers, Pink," she
said, "There solid. You never have to
Tty Bbout therm messsing up ared they
always hivee good ideas for vour songs,”

The combestants alao attend weakiy
rock st workishope Jod by the shows o
host, ghirarist Dave Mavarmo. This week,
Aheasasion centred o s and stvle.

Mot all the eontestants enjoyed it-
et dismiseed itas "plaving dressap™ - |
bt lohnston found the workshop fun, |
although punk and metal looks wers |
grderrepresented among the “garthy |
rock s elothing she gsid.

M bean o homeowner for He st |
thiree or fonr yesrs-and haven't bad 2
chance to reallyv-shop,” she laughed.
“Rut when paople bring yoo clothes to
paakoe . Lhlnes canchange.”

Rock Star: INXS aira Mondays
at 9:30 p.m., Tuesdays at 10 p.m..

and Wedneasdays at 9:30 p.m.
on CH and CBS.
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